Add centuries of wear and tear to your
projects using a tested formula that’s simple
and safe - no open flame!

by Troy Sexton

Troy is a contributing editor to Popular Woodworking and the owner of
Sexton Classic American Furniture in Sunbury, Ohio.

his is the furniture fin-
T ish that fooled our local
auctioneer,amanwith 30
yearsofexperiencesellingantique
furniture and farm equipment.
Ihadboughtamowerfromthe
auctioneerandhewasdroppingit
offatmyworkshopwhenhespot-
tedoneof myfurniture piecesthat
sported what | call a barn finish.
He walked over to the piece
andasked whatl'drepaired onit.
Ireplied thatitwasn’tanantique
thatneededfixing;instead, | had
justfinished buildingitand was
abouttodeliverittoacustomer.
He didn't believe me.
Afterafewminutesofdebate,
Ifinally turned the piece overto
showhimaspotofnew,rawwood
that was unfinished.
“Inallmyyears,” hesaid, “l have
never seen afinish like that.”

New Finish That Looks Old
While I don’t think this finish
wouldfoolan expertonantique
furniture, itis a convincing way
toadd centuries of patinatoyour
projects so they will fitin with
anolderhome orother pieces of
antique furniture.

Thisfinishis myfavoritetodo.
Youcannotmessitup.Evenifyou
don'tlikethefinalresult,youcan

o

When addingagetoyour projects,
work the edges of the doors and
drawers especially. These get the
mostwearandtearintherealworld.

simplyaddanothercoatoflacquer
and paint until you get the look
youwant.Every layersimplyadds
more texture to the projectand
makes the finish look better.

Unlike manyantiqued painted
finishes, this oneis safe enough
thatlallow my daughtertodoit.
Otherfinish processesinvolvea
stage where you char a layer of
paint with a gas torch or by set-
ting the piece on fire.I've tried
those methods but I don't like
them.AndI'm suremyinsurance
company would agree.

Instead, luseahigh-tempera-
ture heatgun.Look foronethat
reaches 1,500°Fahrenheit—these
areavailableatindustrial supply
stores. The 1,000°-degree heat
gunswillwork, butthehotterone
isbetter.Heatgunsareabitslower
thanatorch, butthey'resafer.And
I'll show you how to save some

Oneofthemosteffectivetoolsforaddingyearstoa proj-
ectisasmall bunch ofkeys onthe end ofa stick. When
visitorstomy shop see me beating my projects with this

tool they freak out.

time by skippingacoloring step
that makes no difference to the
finished look of the piece.
Wheneveryou use thisfinish,
be sure to practice onasample
board at each stage before you
move onto the finished project.
Thatwayyou'llsee what the next
stepis going to look like. And
whenyouaredone,you'llhavea
great sample board to keep.

Begin With Abuse

Beforeyouadd color, thefirststep
isto mimic 200 years of useand
abusetothe piece.lusea utility
knife to chamferedges, a drill bit
to createwormholesandanawl
to make bite marks from a dog.
Todemonstrate lots of wear, use
achiseltoimitateamousehole.
Heatatincanand placeitonthe
woodtocharit. Attheend, beat
itwitha cluster ofkeysthensand

withthe new.

the edges with a power sander.

Agingrequiresalittle creative
thinking to decide whatareas of
the project would see the most
scuffing, but it will be obvious if
youfirstlookatsomerealantiques.
Concentrate on the base, the
knobs, mouldings, doors and
drawers.Letthekidshelp-they'll
require little training.

Don’t Begin With Stain
Atitsheart, thisfinish begins with
alayer of paint, thena coat of lac-
querthenanother coat of paint.
Youthenblisterand scrape your
top coat of paintandrepeat the
whole processagain.Then,atthe
end, youwipeonaglazetoadd
grime and a coat of dull lacquer
tosealitallin.

Some other antique finishes
recommend that you start by
stainingtheentire pieceandthen

continued on page 82

Afteryouaredoneagingyour project, there’sonelast
step: Sand smooth the sharp edges you created with
yourknife and othertools. This step helps blend the old
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continued from page 79

addthepaint.I'vedonethismany
times myself,and I thinkyou can
skip that step. Any raw wood that
youexposeduringtheaging pro-
cesswill be colored by the glaze
intheend. Andin allmyyears of
doing this finish, I've never had
the finish peel, so I think a base
coatof stain is unnecessary.

Begin by brushing on a coat
of latex paint. (Hint: Allow the
brushtofallonthefloorand get
somesawdustonit.) Letthe paint
dry.lf someareas ofthe paintlook
thin,add a second coat.

Now spray onacoatoflacquer
(orbrushonacoatofbrushinglac-
quer)andaddanotheroneortwo

After a coat of your base color, a coat of lacquerand a
second coatof yourbase color,useaheatguntoblister

the paint.

Afteracoatoflacquer,apply the second color of paint witha brush. Ifthe brush hasfallenon the
floor and picked up some sawdust, that’s all the better.

coatsof the same color paint. Let
itdryand getyour heatgun.

Lacquer Then Paint;

Blister Then Scrape

Hold the heat gun close to the
surfaceand moveit slowlyacross
the piece. Afterafew minutesthe
paint will bubble and blister.

Useyourjudgmenthere.The
more blistering, the moretexture
you'llend up with. Ifyou overdo
it, simplyadd more paintand try
the process again.

With the paintblistered, usea
paintscrapertoremovethebub-
bles. Get the surface somewhat
smooth butdon'tgettooaggres-

sive. The little ragged edges of
paint you leave behind will add
texture to the surface.

Now apply another coat of
lacquerand brushononeortwo
coatsofyoursecond colorofpaint
(see “Choosing Color” on page
83forsomeideason colorcom-
binations).

Then blister the paint with
yourheatgunandscrapethebub-
blesaway. Thiswillreveal patches
of your first color below.

Ifyoudon'tlike thelook,add
more lacquer and paint; then
blisterand scrapeituntilyouare
pleased. Then take some worn
sandpaper (the gritisn't critical

Scrape off the blisters witha common paint scraper.You
don’thavetousealotof downward pressure.Stop scrap-

ing when you've popped all the blisters off.

82 PopuLAR WOODWORKING June 2007

-butnottooaggressive)andlevel
the blistered surface to smooth
over thereally rough spots.

Final Colorand Topcoat
Thefinal coloring step adds the
real age.| wipe on afast-drying
brown glaze that is compatible
with mylacquer.Glazesare avail-
ablefrom professional paintstores.
The exact colorisnt critical.
You could use a gel stain or
liquid stain instead of a product
labeled as glaze.Butliquid stains
soak into the paint more than |
like and take longer to dry. (All
coloring thattakesplacebetween
coats offinishis technically glaz-
ing, butyou can use a variety of
products for the process.)
Whentheglazeisdry,addyour
finaltopcoat.llikeadulllacquer;
glossjust wouldn't be right.
The best part of this finish is
thatthereisnowrongwaytodoit.
Ifyou're notsatisfied, putanother
coatofpainton.Everysinglelayer
makes it look better.
Andwhatifyoudosomething
wrongandthefinishstartstopeel?
No problem. Antique finishes
peel.ltmightevenlookbetterin
theend.PW

Afteranother coat of lacquerand then paint, blisterthe
top colorwith your heatgun.The more blistering, the
more base color will show through.

Scrapethetop coatofblistered paintuntil you seeasatisfyingamountofyour
base color.Thisisamatteroftaste, of course, butthereisnowrongwaytodoit.

Use a piece of worn sandpaper to smooth out the artificial wearand tear
you'veintroduced. This will knock off the large bits of paint, but still leave
some texture.

: L=
Ragonabrownorblackglaze. The glaze willmuteyourcolorsand buildupin

thetexturingyou've created. Thisiswhereyou'll startto see thefinal effect of
your efforts.

CHOOSING
COLORS

Ingeneral, | like to choose

paintcolorsthatare brighter
thanyoumightexpect.llike
brightbluesandteal greens,
especially on smaller pieces.

My rationaleforlikingthe
wild coloristhatearly Ameri-
can pieces were typically
painted in bright colors to
help brightenupdarkrooms.
Plus,onceyouaddtheglaze
to the surface, the colors
become a bit muted.

When you go to choose
colors, Ithinkit's best to
go tothe home centeror
paintstoreand pickacouple
colorsfromthe store’s “his-
torical” palette of paints.
Everybody’s got one these
days. How authentic are
they? Idon’tknow, butthey
look good.

During thelast couple
decades, here are some of
my favorite color combina-
tionsin additionto thered
overyellow | show at left:

+Black overredisthe
most popular combination.
Red over black works too.

- My wife, who has excel-
lent taste in these things,
really loves yellow overred.

«Greenoverblackorred
are both good choices.

+ Off-white looks really
good over brown or brick
red.ltdoesn't, however,
work over black.

-Sage green over black
anddarkblue overblackare
both nice combinations.

« Alittle on the wild side
perhaps, teal overredisa
vibrant choice.

Beforetryingawild com-
bination on a large piece,
giveitatryonasmallone
to see how itlooks. I think
you'll be surprised by how
good the bright colorslook
with this finish. —TS

BLACKONRED

YELLOW ONRED

; OFF-WHITE ON RED
S S .

E

TEALONRED

BLUEONBLACK

GREEN ON BLACK
RED ON BLACK
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